The Daily Point of Light 


Intended as a national tribute of the highest order to every American who makes a positive difference, each day the 
President recognizes those who are successfully addressing our most pressing social problems through community 
service. Individuals, families, businesses, groups, and organizations of every conceivable type are taking direct and 
consequential action to combat drug abuse, illiteracy, inadequate education, environmental decay, homelessness, 
hunger, AIDS, and other critical ills. 


The President urges all Americans to make serving others central to their life and work. “If you have a hammer, find a 
nail. If you know how to read, find someone who can't. If you're not in trouble, seek out someone who is. Because 
everywhere there is a need in America, there is a way to fill it. . . . There is no problem in America that is not being 
solved somewhere. “ 


A Thousand Points of Light: 
The Fifth Hundred 


401. Larry Dawson, Indianapolis, IN 
Tuesday, March 12, 1991 


Mr. Dawson, 39, is a professional! caseworker for Big Brothers of Greater Indianapolis, through 
which he matches boys who need a positive male role model with Big Brothers. Mr. Dawson also serves 
as a Big Brother. 

In 1974, when he was 22 years old, Mr. Dawson befriended a boy, serving as a positive 
influence in his life. Over the last 16 years, he has mentored and counseled four boys between the ages of 
7 and 15. With Mr. Dawson’s friendship and support, the boys have improved their grades and increased “Wor king with Big 
their school involvement. 


Brothers helps me keep 


402. Literacy Volunteers of America-Albany, Albany, GA fit - physica lly, emotionally 
Wednesday, March 13, 1991 


and mentally.” 
Literacy Volunteers of America-Albany (LVA-Albany) teaches adults who want to improve their y 


reading and writing skills. More than 55 community members, including retired teachers, business 
people, and religious leaders, tutor over 60 adults. Larry Dawson 
The volunteers complete a training workshop and commit to at least two hours of volunteer 
service each week ior six months. The tutors and students meet in groups or one-to-one at a Convenient 
location and use newspapers, signs, and directions as teaching tools. For special assignments, the students ————— 
write articles and stories for the LVA-Albany student newsletter, enabling them to practice their writing 
skills and experience the satisfaction of expressing themselves through writing. 
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“| think the program is 
successful because of the 
volunteers. These 
volunteers allow us to run 
the program and allow us 
to do it at no cost to those 
we help. It wouldn't 
happen without the 
volunteers.” 


Dan McCubbins 
Organizer of the Caring Unit 


403. Mobile Medical and Dental Caring Unit, Portland, OR 
Thursday, March 14, 1991 


For over two years, a volunteer medical team has traveled throughout the city of Portland, 
providing services free of charge to those who would otherwise lack adequate medical care. More than 
100 volunteers, including physicians. dentists, nurses, firefighters, and retired medical professionals, 
spend at least one day a month at the caring unit, sometimes accompanied by their own staff. 

Each day, the unit travels to a different location, where the volunteers provide medical 
examinations and perform simple procedures. They visit homeless shelters, migrant camps, homes and 
jails for juvenile offenders, and low-income schools. While waiting to see a doctor, the patients watch 
videos on AIDS prevention, dental care, substance abuse, and health tips. 


404. “| Have A Future,” Nashville, TN 
Friday, March 15, 1991 


“| Have A Future,” an initiative of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Meharry 
Medical College, an historically black college, addresses the issues which cause teen pregnancy, 
substance abuse, violence, and unemployment. 

Founded in 1987, “I Have A Future” is located in two municipal housing developments, 
serving the young residents, ages 10 - 17. More than 200 students from local community colleges and 
Meharry Medical College volunteer to work with the young people. They provide health screening and 
offer weekly classes on decision making, problem solving, conflict resolution, violence prevention 
techniques, resume writing, and nutrition. 


405. Upsilon Eta Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Jacksonville, FL 
Saturday, March 16, 1991 


The members of the Upsilon Eta Chapter, located at Florida Community College, believe that 
serving their college campus and its host community is an integral part of a well-rounded education. 

Since 1969, the members of the Upsilon Eta Chapter have offered their knowledge and 
motivation to the community, helping with a variety of community service efforts. Some volunteers 
provide respite care to families with children who have spina bifida. They complete CPR and child care 
training to care for the children properly. Other volunteers offer informal peer counseling to the young 
people who live at a residential shelter for runaways, while others coordinate food and clothing drives. 
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406. Salt Lake Community Shelter and Resource Center, Salt Lake City, UT 
Monday, March 18, 1991 


The Salt Lake Community Shelter and Resource Center, a program of Travelers Aid, provides 
shelter and support services to men, women, and families who are homeless, serving over 380 individuals 
daily. More than 160 volunteers plan and participate in shelter activities and offer classes which teach skills 
needed to live independently. 

Founded in 1988, the shelter consists of a medical clinic, a one-room school, an employment 
center, offices for counseling and crisis intervention, showers, and laundry facilities. Volunteers from the 
University of Utah serve as mentors for those seeking employment, teaching them interviewing skills and 
resume writing. Law students offer legal assistance, while nursing students provide health and nutrition 
workshops 


407. Love Yourself Foundation, Santa Barbara, CA 
Tuesday, March 19, 1991 


The love Yourself Foundation gives special understanding and care to patients who are battling 
serious illnesses. The foundation was established in 1985 by Karen Fox, who felt compelled to support 
seriously ill patients after recovering from cancer herself. 

Ms. Fox and 80 volunteers visit acute care, rehabilitation, and convalescent hospitals dressed as 
fictional characters to serve as non-threatening, anonymous friends to whom the patients may talk freely 
about their concerns and fears. The volunteers are trained in counseling those who are ill, enabling them to 
better interact with patients. 


408. Alison Marcella DeMarco, Rochester, NY 
Wednesday, March 20, 1991 


Ms. DeMarco, 18, has been volunteering since the age of 13, showing extraordinary maturity and 
exceptional commitment to helping others. 

At a young age, Ms. DeMarco realized some of the difficulties experienced by her peers and the 
need to address these issues. She began volunteering for TAPSS (Teenage Parent Support System), a support 
program for teenage parents, where she offers a young person’s perspective on good parenting and 
communicating effectively. Ms. DeMarco also visits an elderly individual on a weekly basis, and she has 
organized a “buddy” system for a community hospital, matching student volunteers to patients. 
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“The principle thing ! 
learned was that people 
are the same, whether 
they are poor or rich. The 
heart of love responds 
alike whether it be from 
pauper or prince.” 


Fred 
Volunteer “Raggedy Andy” 


“America’s continued role 
as the leader of the free 
world depends an all of its 
children and we, meaning 
person’s of high profile 
and your every day person 
should lend a helping 
hand and consider this no 
more than our 
responsibility.” 


Kevin Johnson 


409. Project V.A.L. (Volunieers for Adult Literacy), Bozeman, MT 
Thursday, March 21, 1991 


Project V.A.L., a state-wide program coordinated through the Center for Community School 
Development at Montana State University, assists individuals who want to improve their reading and writing 
skills. 

Founded in 1987, Project V.A.L. provides tutoring at 14 sites around the state. To date, over 1,000 
tutors have been trained and matched with adult students. They meet twice a week for at least six months for 
one-to-one tutoring sessions. Project V.A.L. has recently expanded to teach literacy skills to individuals of all 
ages. 


410. Melissa Rohrbach, Cincinnati, OH 
Friday, March 22, 1991 


Ms. Rohrbach, 18, has gained the admiration and respect of her peers for her commitment to her 
school and its host community. 

Ms. Rohrbach was selected to be a peer counselor for the Peer Counseling Program at Lakota 
High School during her sophomore year. She met with a 5th grade student twice a month to talk about the 
dangers of using drugs. To reinforce what the students learned, Ms. Rohrbach participated in a similar 
program for junior high school students. In addition, Ms. Rohrbach established the West Chester Hi-Y Club, 
where she recruits other young people to collect food and clothing for the needy. 


411. Kevin Johnson, Sacramento, CA 
Saturday, March 23, 1991 


Kevin Johnson, the All-Star point guard for the Phoenix Suns, is motivating the young people in 
his hometown of Sacramento, California to become productive community members. 

Since Mr. johnson became a professional basketball player, he has dreamed of helping the youth 
in Sacramento continue their educations. He founded the St. Hope (Helping Our People Excel) Academy, a 
community organization where volunteers serve as mentors and role models for youth. Young people 
between the ages of 8 and 17 visit the academy each day after school, where volunteers tutor them and 
review school subjects. They also engage in volunteer activities, such as visiting the elderly and the sick. 
During the off season, Mr. johnson lives in Sacramento and is available daily to counsel the youth. 


6 


412. Dorothea and Edwin Mills, Springfield, OH 
Monday, March 25, 1991 


Mr. and Mrs. Mills, 78 and 74 years old, have opened their home to those who are in need. 

In 1958, the Mills began providing Thanksgiving dinner to over 2C0 needy individuals, a tradition 
which continues today. In 1959, the Mills became foster parents to a child abandoned in a car. This 
experience inspired them to continue serving as foster parents, caring for over 125 children in the last 30 
years. In 1969, the Mills founded the Family Service Center, preparing and serving lunch four times a week 
to over 100 people in need. The food is donated by local organizations and businesses. 


413. Alissa Stephan, Lincoln, NE 
Tuesday, March 26, 1991 


Ms. Stephan, 17, has been a volunteer since she was 14 years old. She learned at an early age the 
value of serving others. 

In 1987, Ms. Stephan became a volunteer at Lincoln General Hospital, escorting patients through 
the hospital, talking with them, and delivering presents. For her dedication to the work, she was selected to 
supervise the Tuesday shift of junior volunteers, a position she currently holds. Ms. Stephan and several 
friends deliver meals each Sunday for the Meals on Wheels Program. She also volunteers for a women's 
health program, where she offers a teenager’s perspective on how to educate female high school students 
about women’s health issues. 


414. Heart and Hand Foundation, Cleveland OH 
Wednesday, March 27, 1991 


Founded in 1988, the Heart and Hand Foundation reaches out to young people who live in inner- 
city housing projects. More than 300 volunteers touch the lives of over 4,000 children each year by offering 
educational and recreational activities and ensuring that the young people have sufficient medical care, 
food, and clothing. 

Since many of the youngsters do not willingly come to the volunteers for help, the volunteers go 
to them. Throughout the year, volunteers visit the youngsters in their homes, counseling the children and 
tutoring them in school subjects. During the summer, volunteers perform puppet shows, sing, and lead 
games, which focus on encouraging education and discouraging drug involvement. The young people are 
also invited to the Heart and Hand center, where they can participate in scheduled activities. 
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“It is great to be able to 
reach out to a whole raft 
of people as a friend. 
There is great satisfaction 
in helping out people in 
practical ways.” 

Jim Davidson 


Founder, Heart and Hand 
Foundation 


“| felt there was a need in 
the community for the 
elderly to get involved and 
work in the schools. ! 
wanted to heip bridge the 
generation gap. The 
elderly can be very vital in 
helping the kids.” 


Jo Ann Morgan 

Founder, Growing with 
Grandparents Through 
Reading 


415. Thursday Crew, Louisville, KY 
Thursday, March 28, 1991 


The “Thursday Crew,” a construction crew of Habitat for Humanity of Metro Louisville which is 
comprised of 12 retired executives, engineers, accountants, and plumbers, helps low-income families obtain 
adequate housing. 

Since 1985, the “Thursday Crew” has met every Thursday at construction sites, building and 
rehabilitating houses for those in need. The crew works from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. with the prospective 
owners of the homes, allowing them to meet and work with the families they are helping. 


416. Growing with Grandparents Through Reading, Milford, MA 
Friday, March 29, 1991 


Growing with Grandparents Through Reading offers senior citizens an opportunity to share their 
experiences and knowledge with elementary school students, while encouraging them to read. 

Nineteen elderly individuals from a local senior center are engaged in this effort. Each volunteer 
has adopted a homeroom class, which they visit weekly to read stories to the children, helping the children 
enhance their reading skills and stimulate their imaginations. The children also read stories to the volunteers, 
allowing them to experience the satisfaction of serving others. As an additional project, the volunteers and 
the children write letters to service men and women around the world, helping the children develop good 
writing skills. 


417. Volunteer East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN 
Saturday, March 30, 1991 


in 1985, Volunteer East Tennessee State University was established to provide opportunities for the 
students at East Tennessee State University to experience the joy of serving others, while supplementing local 
community service organizations. 

The students can choose from a variety of volunteer efforts, depending on their interest and goals. 
Those students who enjoy working with children coach sports teams for boys and girls clubs, assist Special 
Olympics, and mentor children at a local recreation center. Other volunteers collect food and clothing for 
the needy, visit patients at a local veterans hospital, or visit elderly in nursing homes. 
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418. Life Crisis Services, St. Louis, MO 
Monday, April 1, 1991 


This initiative was founded in 1966 to coordinate a 24-hour suicide hotline, and subsequently 
expanded to meet a variety of needs. After completing an intensive 60-hour training program, more than 
130 volunteers befriend those who need compassion and guidance. 

Some volunteers serve on rotating three-hour shifts and nine-hour overnight shifts on a 24-hour 
hotline. Others lead support groups for those who have lost loved ones or friends to suicide. Through the 
Kids Under Twenty One (KUTO) line, more than 40 teenagers answer calls after school and on weekends, 
comforting peers who are dealing with the stresses of teenage life. In addition, some experienced volunteers 
go above and beyond their duties by helping train new volunteers. 


419. Courtney and Brian Guerrieri and Trent and Todd Gyory, Herminie, PA 
Tuesday, April 2, 1991 


During the summer of 1990, the Guerrieri siblings and the Gyory brothers, ages 9 through 14, 
challenged themselves to enhance the environment in their rural community. 

Once a week, the youngsters visited each house within a four mile radius, collecting and sorting 
the recyclable materials and delivering them to the local recycling plant. The success of the program 
compelled the youngsters to continue the recycling effort during the school year. They collect trash on 
Tuesday evenings, sometimes obtaining over 100 pounds of glass and 20 pounds of aluminum cans each 
week. On Saturdays, they sort the glass by color and deliver it to the recycling plant. They also have 
encouraged Community members to pick up trash in parks and along roads. 


420. New Canaan Country School Eighth Grade Students and Teachers, New Canaan, CT 
Wednesday, April 3, 1991 


For the last three years, the eighth grade students of New Canaan Country School have foregone 
their Wednesday afternoon recess period to visit the Delorse Tiny Tots Day Care Center. Through this 
experience, the students have learned at an early age the joy of helping others. 

After attending two training sessions, a team of students visits the children, who are ages two to 
four, once a week. The students prepare a variety of activities in advance, such as songs, skits, plays, and 
book readings. The eighth graders have hosted their younger friends at New Canaan Country School. 
Additionally, they have helped rehabilitate the day care center facility. 


“The importance of 
serving others, of giving in 
a meaningful and 
thoughtful way, is a lesson 
one can learn early.” 
Nicholas Thact 

Headmaster of 

New Cannan Country School 


“| believe that before you 
receive a blessing, you 
have to give one.” 


James Shannon 


421. Anderson Y Center, Stockton, CA 
Thursday, April 4, 1991 


The Anderson Y Center, an off-campus, student-organized program of the University of the Pacific 
(UOP), serves as a bridge between the college campus and the community. 

Since 1987, students of VOP have helped with a variety of programs throughout the community, 
such as serving the young people of Park Village, a housing complex which is home for over 3,000 
Cambodian refugees. Students are matched with children and meet weekly to tutor them and to lead 
recreational activities. The college students «'so help them with recycling efforts and work with children 
who have disabilities. 


422. Rockford Neighborhood Redevelopment Corporation, Rockford, IL 
Friday, April 5, 1991 


The Rockford Neighborhood Redevelopment Corporation (RNR), founded in 1987 by local 
churches and synagogues, purchases abandoned and substandard houses and rehabilitates them for low- 
income families to purchase. 

On Fridays and Saturdays, a team of volunteers meets in the morning to receive an assignment 
and pick up supplies which are donated by local contractors and building companies. Prospective owners of 
the houses work with the volunteers, investing in their future home. In addition, local banks offer financial 
management classes for the new homeowners. 


423. James Shannon, Williamsport, PA 
Saturday, April 6, 1991 


Mr. Shannon, 47, was afflicted with multiple sclerosis three years ago. A carpenter by trade, he 
used his skills to make his home and work environment more accessible. He now voluntarily helps other 
individuals with multiple sclerosis address challenges and obstacles. 

Four times a week, Mr. Shannon volunteers for the Multiple Sclerosis Society, whereby he is 
matched with other individuals who have similar challenges. He helps them adapt to their homes by 
installing specially designed equipment. With his newly equipped van, he delivers food donated by a loc! 
church to those who are homebound by multiple sclerosis. He also travels 50 miles, three times a month, to 
visit someone who is homebound, and he is also available to transport individuals to medical appointments. 
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424. Voice of Hope Ministries, Dallas, TX 
Monday, April 8, 1991 


Founded in 1982, Voice of Hope reaches out to the residents of West Dallas, offering them hope 
for a better future for themselves and their children. 

Volunteers refurbished the once dilapidated and abandoned schoo! building, which now serves as 
the Voice of Hope Ministries center. Community members frequently gather to support each other aud 
participate in community activities at the center. Children and teenagers ‘can participate in crafts, siaging, 
and sports. Volunteers tutor the teenagers and teach therr good work habits. Senior citizens share meals with 
other veniors at the center and participate in therapeutic activities. Some volunteers also teach financial 
management skills and adult literacy classes. 


425. The Spring of Tampa Bay, Inc., Tampa, FL 
Tuesday, April 9, 7991 


Since 1977, The Spring has offered a safe, confidential shelter for abused women and their 
children, while helping them to build a better life. Comprised of a 65-bed dormitory and an onsite school, it 
serves students in kindergarten through 12th grade. 

More than 200 volunteers support The Spring. Some answer calls on a confidential 24-hour 
hotline, comforting those who have been abused or are in danger of abuse, and refer them to the shelter. At 
the shelter, volunteers assist Case managers with counseling, offering nightly coping and job skills training 
sessions which teach the women how to deal with depression and anger, how to be more assertive, and how 
to handle financial matters. 


426. Pope John Paul I! Center for Health Care, Danbury, CT 
Wednesday, April 10, 1991 


Founded in 1985, the Pope johr: Paul 1 Center is a home for 120 elderly individuals who have 
chailenges ranging from frailty to Aizheimer's Disease. The staff is supplemented by 75 volunteers who work 
with the residents on a weekly basis. 

Through Kid's Visits, mothers and their toddlers visit the facility for individual or group interaction 
with the residents. Through the Friendly Visitor Program, each volunteer is matched with a reside: ? with 
similar interests and backgrounds to talk, have lunch, or participate in recreational activities. Junior 
volunteers also “adopt a grandparent,” fostering an intergenerational friendship. 
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“It is great to see the youth 
and how they change over 
the years. There is a great 
satisfaction in knowing 
you have helped someone 
in need.” 


Kathy Dudley 


“You get a sense of good 
feeling when you 
volunteer. You get a 
feeling that you helped 
contribute and know you 
have had something to do 
with the progress.” 


Margaret Tully 
Case Manager, Casa Teresa 


427. _ Big Brothers and Sisters of Sedgwick County, Wichita, KS 
Thursday, April 11, 1991 


Since 1969, concerned individuals in Wichita have been caring for children, ages 5 to 17, many 
of whom come from single-parent homes, have suffered from abuse, lack siblings, or have parents who are 
substance abusers. 

More than 750 volunteers are currently matched with children, meeting with their little brothers 
or sisters at least once a week. The volunteers provide stability for the children, offering them a chance to 
entrust their worries and concerns to an adult. While spending time together, they might visit a zoo, a 
museum, a theatre, or go to a ball game. 


428. Casa Teresa, Inc., Orange, CA 
Friday, April 12, 1991 


Founded in 1976, Casa Teresa is a temporary home for single pregnant women, ages 16 to 25, 
who otherwise would lack a place to live. More than 300 volunteers offer support to the residents, teaching 
them the skills neec‘ed to live independently. 

During the day, the women stay busy by either attending educational programs or assisting wit! 
community service activities until they are close to their due date. Volunteers befriend the women 
mentoring them throughout their pregnancy. Some volunteers help the women find jobs or enroll i : 
educational programs, while others coach them during labor or delivery. The volunteers also help thm 
obtain permanent housing. 


429. Virginia Fickel, Carlisle, PA 
Saturday, April 13, 1991 


After surviving surgery to remove an acoustic neuroma, commonly known as a benign brain 
tumor, Mrs. Fickel founded the Acoustic Neuroma Association in 1979 to support those with benign medical 
problems which affect the cranial nerve. 

Mrs. Fickel works seven days a week overseeing the national association and coordinating one of 
its 36 local affiliates. She spends the majority of her time counseling individuals who call her seeking 
comfort and support, sharing her own experiences and offering advice. 


nd 


430. Jere Munro, Framingham, MA 
Monday, April 15, 1991 


Mr. Munro, now 48, was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis more than 11 years ago. In 1988, he 
joined the Achilles Track Club, an organization which encourages individuals with disabilities to pursue 
athletics. After intensive training, he achieved a seemingly impossible dream: he walked the New York and 
Boston Marathons. 

In 1989, Mr. Munro became President of the Boston chapter of the Achilles Track Club, a position 
through which he encourages individuals with disabilities to challenge themselves. He is a role model for 
those with disabilities. Mr. Munro and other professional coaches train the members of the club twice a 
week. For some, the workout season culminates in a marathon. 


431. Above and Beyor? ©-.0d Forks, ND 
Tuesday, April 16, 1991 


Since 1988, military personnel and their spouses at the Grand Forks Air Force Base have gone 
“above and beyond” the’r duties by tutoring individuals who want to improve in school subjects or learn 
new skills. After completing a training program, volunteers offer a variety of one-to-one tutoring sessions. 

Above and Beyond volunteers tutor students in topics such as math, science, English, and history, 
while helping them improve their literacy skills. Others teach auto mechanics, music, and other topics of 
interest. The volunteers have developed a tutoring handbook, which is being distributed to other Air Force 
bases to provide instruction on how to begin tutoring programs. 


432. Red Mountain High School’s Club RIF (Reading ts Fundamental), Mesa, AZ 
Wednesday, April 17, 1991 


Red Mountain's Club RIF, supported by Reading Is Fundamental, Inc., a nationwide movement to 
motivate young people to read, ‘s a student-run club whose members encourage their peers to seek joy and 
satisfaction from reading. 

More than 200 student members of Club RIF have brought together local schools in an effort to 
make reading a central part of the lives of young people. High school volunteers read to elementary school 
classes, while others assist their fellow high schooi students with reading ana language homework. Club RIF 
has established a reading center on the Fort McDowell reservation, where club members tutor and read to 
the children. 
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“When | was diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis in 
1981, | wanted to do 
something to help others 
with the illness so they 
would want to continue to 
fight the illness.” 


Jere Murno 


“We wanted to do 
something /asting for the 
future. Education is the 
engine of a research and 
technology-based 
enterprise. We view that 
as an investment in our 
future.” 


Theodore Cooper 


Upjohn Corporation 
Chairman and CEO 


433. Kalamazoo Area Mathematics and Science Center, Kalamazoo, Mi 
Thursday, April 18, 1991 


The Kalamazoo Area Mathematics and Science Center, founded in 1986 by the Upjohn Company, 
offers an after-school program for high school students who show potential in math and science. Through 
this program, scholars, scientists, technicians, and statisticians enrich the education of young people. 

At the center, area professionals conduct science projects and speak to students about current 
advances in science and math. These volunteers also meet with teachers, helping them develop a 
challenging science and math curriculum. In addition, each 12th grade student is matched with a 
professiona! volunteer based on the students’ interests and goals. They spend one afternoon a week together, 
allowing the student to experience first-hand how science and math are applied in the workplace. 


434. The Barnyard Community Center, Miami, FL 
Friday, April 19, 1991 


Founded in 1983, The Barnyard Community Center is a safe haven from the streets for children 
who live in an impoverished section of Miami. 

When young people visit the center, volunteers offer them educational instruction and programs 
in cultural enrichment, employment preparation, and crime prevention. Volunteers tutor the youth and lead 
recreational activities each day after school. Volunteers also serve as mentors to the youth, discussing 
potential careers and educational programs. The center also employs neighborhood youth as camp 
counselors, increasing their sense of pride in the program while teaching them leadership skills. 


435. Effective Parenting Information for Children (EPIC), Buffalo, NY 
Saturday, April 20, 1991 


After his wife was murdered by a 15-year old, Robert Wilson felt compelled to make the 
education and support of every child a priority for all parents. In 1977, he founded EPIC. 

After completing a training program, EPIC volunteers, all of whom are parents themselves, lead 
workshops and support groups for other mothers and fathers. The groups meet in local schools, community 
centers, housing projects, churches, and synagogues to discuss topics such as fostering self-esteem, good 
discipline techniques, drug prevention, teen pregnancy prevention, and sexuality. After attending workshops 
for an extended period of iime, some parents volunteer to lead a group in their local neighborhood. 
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436. People’s Emergency Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Monday, April 22, 1991 


The center, founded in 1972, offers refuge to homeless women and their children. Located in a 
refurbished factory, the center provides emergency shelter, transitional and permanent housing, educational 
programs, and counseling to over 600 women and children each year. 

Following six weeks of counseling in the emergency residential shelter, the women can move into 
transitional housing. During this phase, they begin to assume more responsibility for themselves and their 
children. The women participate in educational programs, acquiring good parenting and job skills. They 
also take classes in cooking, sewing, and money management. The children participate in development and 
educational activities each day. After one year, they can move into permanent apartments. 


437. Uniteu States Naval Academy/Benjamin Banneker Honors Mathematics and 
Science Society Partnership, Silver Spring, MD 
Tuesday, April 23, 1991 


This partnership instills in black students the determination to attain academic excellence in 
mathematics and science, and it encourages parental involvement in their children’s education. 

For the last three years, midshipmen and professors at the United States Naval Academy in 
Annapolis have served as role models for black youth. Every other Saturday morning, the students meet at 
7:30 a.m. and, accompanied by 35 parents, are transported to the academy. Midshipmen tutor the young 
people in math and science, and professors lead science demonstrations. On alternating Saturdays, parents 
of the children chaperone field trips to museums, galleries, and theatres. 


438. Dr. Floyd Seager, Ogden, UT 
Wednesday, April 24, 1991 


Dr. Seager, a 69-year old retired physician, uses his experience and knowledge to care for those 
who would otherwise be unable to afford medical care. 

In 1988, Dr. Seager established a free medical clinic for low-income and homeless individuals. 
More than 150 volunteers, including retired and practicing ductors, dentists, nurses, pharmacists, and social 
workers, offer emergency and periodic medical care. Each patient is given hygienic and grooming supplies. 
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“it is very rewarding to do 
something small and to 
see the impact that it has 
made so quickly. There’s 
immediate gratification.” 


Susan Daley 
Director of Development, 
People's Emergency Center 


“| saw the forest was dying 
from smog and nobody 
was doing anything. If the 
forest is going to be saved 
then it must be done by 
the people. | was there 
and so | started to do 
something.” 


Andy Lipkis 
Founder of TreePeople 


439. Crossroads of Wilmington, inc., Wilmington, NC 
Thursday, April 25, 1991 


Since 1981, the volunteers of Crossroads have worked with the young residents of a housing 
project, jervay Place, and a low-income neighborhood, Sunset Park. 

More than 250 volunteers, including high school and college students from the University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington, serve as a positive influence in the lives of the children. Each day, volunteers 
are available at the children’s schools to provide tutoring sessions, assistance with homework, and help with 
preparing for tests. Some volunteers are matched with children to serve as friends. Volunteers also offer a 
nigiit school for older students who need assistance in difficult subjects. They also provide accelerated 
classes for students who show potential in certain subjects. 


440. TreePeople, Beverly Hills, CA 
Friday, April 26, 1991 


Founded in 1973, TreePeople promotes efforts to plant trees, increasing the prospects that future 
generations will be able to enjoy a green landscape. 

Volunteers lead classes outdoors for community members, talking about forestry and tree planting 
issues, while showing them the benefits of trees in their own community. Children are encouraged to see 
and feel their way through the woods, helping them develop a closer relationship with the environment. 
Volunteers also offer the children fun ideas for recycling at home and instructions on caring for trees. 


441. Tom Green County Adult Literacy Council, San Angelo, TX 
Saturday, April 27, 1991 


Founded in 1987, the Literacy Council tutors adults who want to improve their reading and 
writing skills. 

Almost 200 volunteers are matched with students, meeting them twice a week. A special effort is 
made to accommodate the particular needs of each student. Some need hearing and visual aid, others need 
additional encouragement, and still others require transportation to tutoring sessions. 


Nb 


442. Mary Clough and Deanne Behrens, Monomonee Falls and Colgate, WI 
Monday, April 29, 1991 


Mary Clough, a 27-year old born with Down's Syndrome, and Deanne Behrens, a 26-year old 
born with brain damage, have both found joy and satisfaction in their lives by working with children. 

For the last eight years, Mary and Deanne have been volunteers for the Menomonee Falls Center, 
where they were once students themselves. Mary and Deanne work in classes with young people from 
Menomone= Falls Center and the Children’s Community Center, a preschool located at the same facility. 
They work well with all the children, but share a special bond with the children who have special needs, 
offering them unique and exceptional understanding aind patience. 


443. Caring Friends of Wayne County, Inc., Clyde, NY 
Tuesday, April 30, 1991 


The volunteers of Caring Friends offer comfort and support to those who are homebound from 
illness or frailty, enabling them to live independently. 

Since 1988, a corps of 250 volunteers has assisted homebound senior citizens and individuals 
with terminal illnesses, ensuring that they can continue to live in their home. Volunteers visit individuals in 
their homes on a regular basis and call them daily to ensure they are safe and well. Volunteers also 
accompany the elderly on errands and appointments, and they help with household chores. 


444. University of South Carolina School of Law Pro Bono Program, Columbia, SC 
Wednesday, May 1, 1991 


Through the Pro Bono Program, students at the University of South Carolina School of Law gain 
practical experience by providing legal support services to those who otherwise could not afford legal 
advice. 

More than one-half of the student population at the law school contributes to this effort. Some 
students act as “intake” volunteers, screening, potential clients to determine their needs and the nature of 
their cases. They then match clients with lawyers who offer pro bono services. After completing 21 hours of 
training, some law students serve as guardians ad litem, commonly referred to as advocates, for children 
who have been abused and neglected. They investigate, interview, and make recommendations to the court 
on the children’s behalf. 
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“One of the hallmarks of 
any profession is service to 
the public. We want to 
foster this ethic in all our 
prospective lawyers.” 


John Montgomery 
Dean of the USC School of Law 


“The volunteers feel a 
strong connection to the 
children. They have a 
sense of caring and 
sharing. It is very satisfying 
to know that you are 
helping the children in 
some way.” 


Kady Arnold 
Public Relations for 
Youth Haven 


445. Youth Haven, Naples, FL 
Thursday, May 2, 1991 


Founded in 1972, Youth Haven is a residential shelter for young people, infants to 16 years old, 
who have severe emotional and physical needs. More than 500 volunteers ensure that the needs of each 
child are fulfilled. 

The volunteers serve in different capacities: some are “house volunteers,” working directly with 
the young people, others serve as surrogate parents, tutoring the children and transporting them to medical 
appointments and school activities. Additional volunteers lead special trips, taking the youngsters to 
museums, movies, or sports events. 


446. Terwilliger Nature Education Center, Corte Madera, CA 
Friday, May 3, 1991 


Founded in 1975, the center was established in honor of 81-year old Elizabeth Cooper Terwilliger 
in recognition of her zeal for conservation and environmental education. The center’s goal is to teach 
children to appreciate nature so they will protect and preserve the environment when they are adults. 

After completing an intensive training program and committing themselves to two years of 
service, more than 100 volunteers, including Mrs. Terwilliger, dedicate at least eight hours a month to 
leading elementary school students on nature walks. During the walks, guides discuss the role of plants and 
animals in the ecosystem. 


447. Project Read, Macon, GA 
Saturday, May 4, 1997 


Project Read was founded in 1988 to tutor adults wishing to improve their literacy skills. More 
than 150 volunteers serve as tutors or computer lab assistants. 

After completing a training program, volunteer tutors meet twice a week with students. During the 
tutoring sessions, they use workbooks supplied by Project Read and supplement the lessons with 
newspapers, magazines, and other common materials. Other volunteers offer computer literacy classes at 
one of three centers. Using several types of computer equipment and software, students can work to 
improve their math, writing, and spelling skills. 
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448. Annie Howard, Louisville, KY 
Monday, May 6, 1991 


After beginning her commitment to community service with visits to homebound individuals in 
1976, Mrs. Howard became a volunteer at the Kentucky Correctional Institute for Women in 1979. With the 
help of over 100 volunteers, she offers support groups, parenting classes, and craft workshops to the female 
prisoners. 

Mrs. Howard matches volunteers with prisoners, many of whom are serious offenders. The 
volunteers visit the women each week, helping them gain confidence and self-worth. The volunteers help 
the women set goals, such as entering educational programs or dealing with anger in a positive way. Mrs. 
Howard spends many hours at the prison, where she is available to talk to any woman who needs a friend. 
Once the inmates are released from prison, Mrs. Howard continues to mentor them. 


449. Gary VanScoy, Swoyersville, PA 
Tuesday, May 7, 1991 


In 1987, Mr. VanScoy founded “Suicide Survivors,” a support group for individuals who are 
grieving from the loss of a loved one due to suicide. 

Mr. VanScoy facilitates semi-monthly support group meetings, in which he helps people deal with 
despair, shame, abandonment, depression, guilt, and even their own suicidal thoughts. He also visits 
participants in their homes, getting to know them so that he may offer them personal advice. In addition, Mr. 
VanScoy offers suicide prevention workshops at schools, where he talks to students, teachers, parents, and 
school administrators about suicide. He teaches techniques for recognizing warning signs of those who may 
have suicidal thoughts. 


450. Dr. Valerie Gale and Mr. Roger Gale, Tucson, AZ 
Wednesday, May 8, 1991 


Dr. Gale, a marriage and family counselor, was compelled to help others after suffering from an 
abusive relationship. She founded “Roots and Wings” in 1984, which works to end the cycle of mental, 
physical, and sexual abuse. 

Dr. Gale offers counseling free of charge to those who are suffering from emotional and financial 
difficulties because of divorce, domestic abuse, thoughts of suicide, mental disorders, or substance abuse. 
Dr. Gale leads support groups for teenagers, young adults, women, men, families, parents and children, and 
couples. She works from 5:00 a.m. until she has seen the last individual in need of counseling on that day. 
Mr. Gale helps the clients obtain food, employment, and shelter if necessary. NA 


“I want them to see they 
are loved, that they can be 
loved and that they are 
worth loving, that they can 
be forgiven. | receive so 
much love from the 
inmates that it is so easy to 
give that back to them.” 


Annie Howard 


“| decided we should start 
with the children at a little 
bit earlier age so we could 
teach them what to do 
with their anger and how 
to control it.” 


Walda Sylvester 


451. Walda Sylvester, Elkhart, iN 
Thursday, May 9, 1991 


After surviving an abusive relationship, Mrs. Sylvester, 51, dedicated her life to ensuring that 
women are no longer victims of domestic abuse. 

In 1980, Mrs. Sylvester founded “Project Assist,” a program which offers support and advice to 
abused women. Volunteers operate a 24-hour hotline, whereby those suffering from abuse can talk to people 
who understand their situations. The Project provides information about legal and medical services, and 
helps arrange a safe place for women and their children. Mrs. Sylvester also founded “GIFTS” (Growing In 
Fairness To Someone). Through this effort, she -ncourages students to handle their anger and frustrations in a 
mature, non-violent manner. 


452. St. Xavier High School’s Community Action Program, Cincinnati, OH 
Friday, May 10, 1991 


Through the Community Action Program, students at St. Xavier, a Jesuit college preparatory school 
for boys, are given an opportunity to experience the joys of serving others. 

Each student specifies the type of volunteer work he is interested in performing. Some students 
volunteer at a hospital, others tutor younger students, while others rehabilitate houses for low-income 
families. Through the Big Buddy and the Big Brother Programs, students are matched with low-income boys 
who have no father or male role model. The buddies meet every other Saturday afternoon at a Boys Club 
facility or at St. Xavier campus to participate in recreational activities. 


453. Hospice of Southwest Missouri, Springfield, MO 
Saturday, May 11, 1991 


Founded in 1980, this hospice provides home care to the terminally ill. After completing an 
intensive training program, more than 170 volunteers visit patients in their home. 

Volunteers provide emotional and practical support to patients and their families. They offer 
respite for primary caregivers by visiting with the patients. They also complete chores and offer assistance 
with errands and transportation to appointments. Each week, volunteers submit reports on their patients’ 
progress to the hospice’s staff. They also support patients and family through the stages of grief and 
bereavement following the death of their loved ones. 
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454. First United Methodist Church/Washington Elementary School Partnership, Vancouver, WA 
Monday, May 13, 1991 


The First United Methodist Church “adopted” the Washington Elementary School, where the 
majority of students live at or near the poverty level. 

Volunteer church members visit the school each week at a scheduled time, assisting teachers in 
the classroom, tutoring students who need academic support, and helping students in the reading lab. Each 
month, volunteers collect and distribute clothing to children in need. They also periodically donate supplies 
for the children, including pencils, erasers, paper, tissues, and crayons. The volunteers also prepare food 
baskets for children and their families during the holidays. 


455. Advanced Resources for Foster Kids, Orange, CA 
Tuesday, May 14, 1991 


Founded in 1984, Advanced Resources for Foster Kids (ARK) supports foster parents, helping them 
better serve the emotional, physical, or psychological needs of foster children. 

Some volunteers are matched with a child to ensure that he or she feels stable and secure. Other 
volunteers serve as “Family Friends,” helping families care ior foster children. The START (Short Term 
Assistance Response Team) team is available for crisis intervention, helping foster families deal with 
emergency situations. Some volunteers also facilitate visits between children and their birth family, ensuring 
the meetings are free of stress and fear. 


456. Tracy Koziara, South Lyon, Mi 
Wednesday, May 15, 1991 


Ms. Koziara, 27, has overcome her own multiple disabilities to motivate young people to excel in 
school. For almost two years, she has been a volunteer at the Willow Run High School, an inner-city 
secondary school which once had high drop-out and suspension rates and low grades. 

Ms. Koziara is the volunteer coordinator of “Renaissance,” a program which provides incentives 
for students to perform well in school. Almost 500 students have responded to her encouragement. Ms. 
Koziara presents those who improve in school with a card entitling them to discounts at school events, 
bookstores, and local shops. Her efforts have resulted in 83% more A’s and B’s, college admission scores 
increasing by 20%, drop-out rates decreasing by 30%, and suspensions decreasing by 40% 
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“It's [the program] not so 
much, but to some of 
these kids it’s a lot. Just to 
know they're improving 
makes a difference.” 


Tracy Koziara 


“There is a sense of a 
contribution in an 
extremely personal way. It 
is an extremely intimate 
connection between 
people. It bri:.xs together 
people who would not 
normally have met.” 


Sister Eileen Schieber 


457. Thursday Volunteer Group, Baltimore, MD 
Thursday, May 16, 1991 


The volunteers of the Thursday Volunteer Group, all of whom are over age 65, cheer patients in 
the Mason F. Lord Building of the Francis Scott Key Medical Center, a long-term geriatric care facility. 

The Thursday Volunteer Group “adopted” the residents of the Mason F. Lord Building over 15 
years ago and have never missed a visit since. The volunteer group has formed a band, “The Gene Nardone 
Royal Five.” Named after one of the volunteers, the band consists of retired professional musicians and 
music lovers. While some volunteers prepare refreshments for the audience, the patients sing and hum along 
with the band. 


458. Hawaii Youth At Risk, Honolulu, Hi 
Friday, May 17, 1991 


Founded in 1988, Hawaii Youth At Risk helps deter juvenile delinquency through early 
intervention. More than 1,500 community members help in this effort; over 200 are matched with young 
people for one-to-one mentoring. 

Young participants of this program are referred by school counselors and social service agencies. 
Volunteers offer the youngster an intensive course, where they are challenged to explore the consequences 
of negative behavior. They learn how to work in teams and trust each other. The youngsters are also paired 
with a volunteer to meet regularly for at least one year. The volunteers help them deal with problems related 
to school, family, relationships, and jobs 


459. NOVA Project, Inc., Toledo, OH 
Saturday, May 18, 1991 


Founded in 1987, the NOVA (No One's Victory Alone) Project recruits and trains volunteers to 
support individuals suffering from the emotional, physical, and financial stresses of living with AIDS. 

Volunteers offer a variety of support systems to individuals, depending on their needs. The 
volunteers serve as “buddies,” visiting those with AIDS to ensure their needs are being met. The buddies 
offer emotional comfort and practical support, helping their friends obtain food stamps, medical care, social 
security benefits, and other needed assistance. Throughout the relationship, the volunteers periodically 
report on the patients’ progress to NOVA Project. 
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460. Arizona Women’s Education and Employment, Phoenix, AZ 
Monday, May 20, 1991 


Founded in 1981, Arizona Women’s Education and Employment (AWEE) is a nonprofit 
organization which offers job training and placement opportunities to teenage mothers and women who are 
unemployed, divorced, separated, single, or incarcerated. 

The women initially attend a four-week program, where they participate in motivational seminars 
on building self-esteem. They also attend classes in resume writing, interviewing, and good work habits. 
Each then sets a goal, such as obtaining employment or entering an educational program. After attending the 
program, AWEE maintains contact with the women for at least one year, offering them support and advice 
with achieving their goals. 


461. Michael Ponn, Ridley Park, PA 
Tuesday, May 21, 1991 


Mr. Ponn, a 63-year old retired Boeing employee, has not decreased his work schedule since 
retiring in 1987. As a volunteer for the Delaware County Legal Assistance Program, he serves as a legal 
advocate for seniors, helping them with matters such as social! security, landlord/tenant relations, and 
community disputes. 

Mr. Ponn also founded the Financial Counseling Program of Delaware County, through which he 
helps seniors with financial planning. He also offers a pre-retirement seminar at Boeing, through which he 
encourages individuals to volunteer during their retirement years. 


462. Sharon Lawrence, Roswall, NM 
Wednesday, May 22, 1991 


While fighting her own battle against muscular dystrophy, Mrs. Lawrence, 47, is also helping 
young people overcome lives of abuse and neglect. As a volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA), she serves as an advocate for children in the couii 5) s'o™m 

Mrs. Lawrence currently works with six children, all of whom have suffered abuse and neglect. 
Meeting with the youth at least once a week, she befriends them and takes time to gain their trust and love. 
After learning the childrens’ needs, she recommends to the court the best situation for them. Since 1990, 
Mrs. Lawrence has also served as the coordinator of CASA in Chaves County, where she oversees 140 
children and their CASA volunteers. 
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“When you go to bed at 
night you think, ‘Today ! 
put something back into 
the community.’ You 
really cannot put it into 
words what you get out of 
volunteering, it is an inner 
feeling.” 


Sharon Lawerence 


“There is a significant 
feeling of achievement 
when you have done 
something special for 
others.” 

Tony Maione 

Executive Director, 


The Samaritans of 
Rhode Island 


463. Georgia Veterans Leadership Program, Marietta, GA 
Thursday, May 23, 1991 


Since 1982, the Georgia Veterans Leadership Program has helped veterans and their families 
obtain employment, purchase or manage small businesses, and prevent drug and alcohol abuse. All services 
are offered to the veterans at no charge. 

Over 250 volunteers, many veterans themselves, offer their experience and knowledge to teach 
other veterans job and business skills. Volunteers teach a 10-week course, through which they offer seminars 
on topics such as developing a business plan, completing forms for a small business administration loan, 
accounting, financing, sales strategies, and franchise opportunities. The volunteers also offer drug and 
alcohol abuse counseling and assistance with seeking employment. 


464. Corey Elementary School’s Adopt-A-Grandfriend Program, Arlington, TX 
Friday, May 24, 1991 


The Corey Elementary School has discovered a knowledgeable and experienced group of people, 
senior citizens, and has reached out to them to serve as a resource for young people. 

More than 30 senior citizens from Arlington Plaza, a local retirement center, visit the school 
weekly. “Grandfriends” are matched with a classroom, where they read a story or teach a craft to the 
children. The grandfriends also tell stories about their own experiences, such as travel, careers, hobbies, and 
family. They teach phrases in different languages and, using a map, show the young people where they have 
lived and visited. In addition, the youngsters periodically visit their grandfriends at Arlington Plaza. 


465. The Samaritans of Rhode Island, Providence, Ri 
Saturday, May 25, 1991 


Founded in 1978, the Samaritans of Rhode Island offer a variety of support systems for those 
dealing with suicide. More than 100 volunteers have completed 21 hours of training and agree to serve for 
at least one year. 

Volunteers answer calls on a 24-hour hotline from individuals who are experiencing a crisis. The 
volunteers work one overnight shift each month and one four-hour shift each week. Some volunteers instruct 
teachers on how to counsel teenagers contemplating suicide. They also help teachers and students deal with 
the trauma of a suicide. Volunteers facilitate support groups for friends and family of those who have 
committed suicide. They also teach specified inmates at local jails suicide awareness techniques so they 
may identify inmates who are contemplating suicide. 
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466. Deck Neck Personal Excellence Partnership at the United States Navy Fleet Combat 
Training Unit-Atlantic, Virginia Beach, VA 
Monday, May 27, 1991 


In the fall of 1986, military personnel “adopted” the students of Birdneck Elementary School and 
Ocean Lakes Elementary to supplement their classroom studies. 

More than 140 volunteers work with the students. The volunteers are paired with teachers, whose 
pupils they visit each week. The teachers identify 3 or 4 students who show a need for additional assistance 
with school work. Those students spend one hour with the volunteer, reviewing assignments or working on 
special projects. Volunteers also lecture about their field of expertise to the class. Some volunteers lead 
computer clubs, in which they teach students how to use computers and inform them of potential careers in 


computer technology. 


467. Dudley Products, inc./James B. Dudley High School Business Partnership, Greensboro, NC 
Tuesday, May 28, 1991 


Employees of Dudley Products, a manufacturer and distributor of professional hair care products, 
mentor students at the high school, many of whom are low-income minorities. 

Through the Joe Dudley Fellows Program, male students are matched with male company 
executives, for tutoring and mentoring relationships. The students, all of whom show academic potential, 
practice public speaking, read books and present book reports, discuss career options, and research college 
and financial aid opportunities. Volunteers also lead tours of the Dudley Products facilities, offering the 
young men an opportunity to envision themselves in the workplace. 


468. COMPASS, Houston, TX 
Wednesday, May 29, 1991 


With a very small staff and 10 volunteers, COMPASS handles over 15,000 visits by homeless 
people seeking assistance each year. COMPASS, founded in 1981 by Katherine White, is open every day for 
those who need emotional and practical support due to homelessness. 

The COMPASS facility consists cf counseling offices and classrooms where homeless individuals 
can obtain referrals, attend classes, or just talk to a volunteer. Volunteers offer vouchers, entitling individuals 
to haircuts, use of laundry facilities, and public transportation. They refer individuals to services for food, 
clothing, medical assistance, and housing. Those who obtain employment receive help with purchasing 
necessary work items, such as appropriate clothes. 8 C 


“We feel that if you apply 
yourselves now, there’s no 
limit to what you can 
achieve.” 


Steve Devoe 
Dudley Products Legal Assistant 


“When you have had 
cancer it is sometimes 
easier to give 
encouragement and to 
give help to others.” 
Diana Bayouth 
Administrative Director, 
Victory in the Valley 


469. Student to Student Mentoring Program, Erie, PA 
Thursday, May 30, 1991 


Started in 1989 by the School District of the City of Erie, the mentoring program matches 
elementary students who need academic assistance with a high school student who serves as a positive role 
model. 

More than 150 high school volunteers mentor younger students who are frequently absent from 
school, perform below grade level, are involved in drugs and alcohol, have committed a criminal offense, 
are “latch key” children, or live in foster homes. They meet at the younger students’ schools, working closely 
with teachers to obtain assignments and projects. 


470. St. Clare’s Home for Children, Newark, Nj 
Friday, May 31, 1991 


St. Clare’s Home for Children, founded in 1987, cares for infants and young children born with 
AIDS or addictions to drugs. After completing a training program, where they learn how to handle the 
children safely and lead activities to help them develop their sensory motor, social, and communicative 
skills, more than 100 volunteers rotate shifts visiting the children. 

This effort, comprised of three homes located in Elizabeth, Jersey City, and Neptune, New Jersey, 
provides a homelike atmosphere for the children while waiting to be returned to their biological families, 
placed with a foster family, or adopted. Many of the children who are severely ill spend their last days at the 
home. 


471. Victory in the Valley, Inc., Wichita, KS 
Saturday, June 1, 1991 


Victory in the Valley, founded in 1983, offers support to cancer patients and their families, helping 
them endure the stress associated with the diagnosis and treatment of cancer. 

More than 100 volunteers offer a variety of support services. Some facilitate “Cancer Care 
Groups,” which are support groups for cancer patients, their families, and friends. Volunteers who have 
cancer themselves and are in remission answer calls on the Cancer Network, allowing cancer patients to 
discuss their concerns with someone who personally understands. Other volunteers help with the “Kids 
Kancer Kare” program, facilitating support groups for children with cancer and visiting children in the 


hospital. 
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472. Gregory Browne, Austin, TX 
Monday, june 3, 1991 


Mr. Browne, 17, became a volunteer for the Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL) Program at Bowie 
High School in 1989. Through PAL, 11th and 12th grade students are selected by teachers and counselors to 
tutor younger students. 

Since completing a six-week training program, Mr. Browne has been paired with three different 
children, all of whom need special care and attention. Almost everyday after school, Mr. Browne meets one 
of his students in the library, gym, or in an empty classroom, where they review homework or talk about 
problems. He also helps them practice for basketball, track, and other sports. In addition, Mr. Browne 
voluntarily serves as a summer school counselor, helping students review school subjects. 


473. Union Planters National Bank’s IMPACT, Memphis, TN 
Tuesday, June 4, 1991 


Through IMPACT (individuals Making Progress and Changing Tomorrow), employees and retirees 
of Union Planters National Bank work together on a variety of community service efforts, providing over 
30,000 hours of service each year. 

Volunteers learn of potential volunteer efforts through the IMPACT newsletter. For each project, 
one employee voluntarily serves as the project manager, recruiting other employees to serve on the project 
and ensuring that the project goes smoothly. Some volunteers mentor young people and others work at local 
shelters. After the volunteers built a house for a low-income family, they “adopted” the children of the family 
to serve as positive role models and friends. 


474. Chemical Awareness Network, Indio, CA 
Wednesday, june 5, 1991 


The Chemical Awareness Network (CAN), a program of the Desert Sands Unified School District, 
is a support system for young people, offering them counseling so they <:e better prepared io focus on their 
studies. 

Since its founding in 1983, the program has been implemented in 19 schools, resulting in 153 
support groups serving over 1,400 students. More than 200 volunteers have completed an intensive training 
program and now meet with students one-to-one or in small groups. Each school has a CAN Team, where 
students are referred when they show a need for counseling. The CAN Team pairs the youth with a support 
group or with a volunteer. 2? 


“What goes around comes 
around, and maybe it will 
came back to me 
sometime. I'd like 
someone to be there for 


” 


me. 


Gregory Browne 


“| have done numerous 
things in my life, but 
nothing is more gratifying 
than seeing these kids 
graduate and get jobs.” 


Stuart Levin 


475. Stuart Levin, New York, NY 
Thursday, june 6, 1991 


Mr. Levin, 61, learned in 1986 that he has multiple sclerosis and retired trom his successful career 
as a restauranteur. Not wanting to waste his skills, he volunteered to share his culinary talents with the 
young people who live at the Phoenix House or Phoenix Academy, residential facilities devoted to 
counseling young people who are addicted to drugs. 

Despite his need to use a wheelchair or walker to move, he spends five days a week voluntarily 
teaching ten-week elective Courses for the young residents. He teaches menu planning and writing, setting a 
formal table, cooking, and proper service techniques. He also offers interesting stories on the history of food. 
Some of his students have been accepted by reputable culinary schools. 


476. Shipleys Choice Elementary School’s BUDDY-BUDDY Program, Millersville, MD 
Friday, june 7, 1991 


The BUDDY-BUDDY Program promotes friendships between the general education and special 
education students, benefitting the youngsters who are disabled and were once shunned by their peers, and 
the students who were »nce reluctant to befriend those with disabilities. 

The youngsters who participate in this effort serve as a buddy or a pcer-tutor, sometimes as both. 
As a buddy, the friends spend lunch and recess time together, ensuring their friend is included in recess 
activities. As a peer-tutor, students forego their recess period to visit their buddy in class. They work on 
special assignments which reinforce motor sensory skills. 


477. Edward Deeb, Detroit, Mi 
Saturday, june 8, 1991 


Mr. Deeb, the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Michigan Food & Beverage 
Association, works on many Community service <forts which have contributed to the enrichment of the 
lives of young people. 

Mr. Deeb serves as a mediator between the business community and residents of the inner-city, 
helping relieve tension. This effort ultimately resulted in the annual Metro Detroit Youth Day, where 12,000 
young people meet and listen to business people and government officials speak about enhancing the 
community. Mr. Deeb also spends three days a week working with a Boy Scout troop for the disabled, 
talking to the youngsters about potential careers. He also visits homeless shelters, and calls on members of 
the food industry to support the shelters and offer employment to those in need. 
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478. California Spinal Cord Injury Network, Santa Rosa, CA 
Monday, June 10, 1991 


Founded in 1986 by | ennice Ambrose after her own son’s spinal cord injury, the California Spinal 
Cord Injury Network provides support services for those experiencing the physical and emotional chalienges 
associated with spinal cord damage. 

More than 300 volunteers, many of whom are trying to overcome multiple disabilities associated 
with spinal cord injury themselves, encourage others suffering from similar problems not to become 
homebound and depressed. Some volunteers are matched with a client, meeting with them on a one-to-one 
basis to teach coping skills. Other volunteers facilitate support groups, while others collect and analyze 
information on current technology related to spinal cord rehabilitation. 


479. Helpline, Winfield, IL 
Tuesday, June 11, 1991 


Those who need comfort and reassurance are just a telephone call away from the volunteers of 
HelpLine. 

Founded in 1987, HelpLine provides two different services; one service is answering calls from 
those who are depressed or contemplating suicide, and the other service consists of calling seniors who live 
alone to reassure their safety and well being and calling children who return to an empty home after school. 
More than 65 volunteers rotate shifts, covering the phones seven days per week, 24 hours a day. Some 
volunteers answer calls from those who are experiencing a crisis, while others call individuals at a 
designated time each day. 


480. Central Arizona Shelter Services, Phoenix, AZ 
Wednesday, June 12, 1991 


Opened in 1985, Central Arizona Shelter Services (CASS) offers shelter to those who are 
homeless. It also provides a variety of education and employment support services to help the homeless find 
their way in from the streets. 

The CASS facility is comprised of a men’s shelter with 244 beds, a shelter for men who work with 
88 beds, a women’s shelter with 44 beds, and a family shelter with 30 beds and cribs. CASS provides 
showers, laundry facilities, and hygienic supplies. Volunteers teach resume writing and good work habits so 
that job seekers are prepared for interviews. Volunteers also tutor the youngsters who live at CASS. 
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“It is a service to the 
community to volunteer. 
You always think how 
good it feels to help 
someone in a time of 


need.” 


Elly Arden 
Executive Director, HelpLine 


“Just knowing there’s a 
program that’s really 
working, that’s what 
makes us feel good.” 


Gardner Osborn 
Director and Organizer 


481. World Awareness Youth Service, Gig Harbor, WA 
Thursday, June 13, 1991 


In the fall of 1989, a group of students established the World Awareness Youth Service (W.A.Y.S.), 
which creates and organizes a variety of efforts in the school and surrounding community. 

Through W.A.Y.S., student volunteers strive to connect the school’s curriculum to community 
service, enriching what is taught in the classroom. For example, the word processing class voluntarily 
produces a newsletter and bookkeeping records for a local food bank. 


482. Poverello House, Fresno, CA 
Friday, June 14, 1991 


After recovering from drug and alcohol addiction and living on the streets, Michael McGarvin 
founded the Poverello House in 1973, which serves those desperately in need. 

Poverello House is comprised of a medical and dental clinic, a center for women, and a day shelter 
for women and children. Hundreds of volunteers, including former clients of Poverello House, assist Mr. 
McGarvin with tutoring individuals and assisting them with locating employment. 


483. Brazos Maternal and Child Health Clinic, Bryan, TX 
Saturday, June 15, 1991 


Founded in 1985, the clinic ensures that low-income women have healthy, safe pregnancies, 
thereby reducing prenatal and infant mortality rates and low birth weights. 

More than 60 community members, including obstetricians and gynecologists, volunteer on a 
rotating basis. They teach prenatal nutrition, prenatal and postpartum exercise, preparation for labor and birth, 
parenting skills, breast-feeding, and newborn care. The clinic serves approximately 700 women each year, 
followin, them through pregnancy until two week after birth. 


484. Donald Stone, Jonesboro, AR 
Fathers Day, Sunday, June 16, 1991 


Mr. Stone is a 60 years old and the chairman and chief executive officer of a bank. He is also a 
father of four who offers fatherly love and care to troubled youth. 

Since 1985, Mr. Stone has befriended over 20 young people, all of whom are severely in need of 
affection and compassion. Mr. Stone meets many of the youth at the Alternative School, an educational 
facility for abused and neglected children or those who come from dysfunctional families. He maintains a 
one-to-one relationship with six of the youngsters, helping them with homework, tutoring them, and providing 
recreational activities. They visit him at his house, swim in his pool, and join the Stone family for dinner. 
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485. Project Safe Place, Louisville, KY 
Monday, June 17, 1991 


Founded in 1983, Project Safe Place is a network of businesses and public facilities which 
voluntarily display the Safe Place sign on their premises to signal help to youth who are in distress. 

A corps of volunteers is on call to assist young people who have sought help at a “safe place.” 
The volunteers arrive at the location within fifteen minutes to talk to the young person and determine how 
the youngster may be helped. Some of the youth simply need a ride home and others may be escaping a 
dangerous situation. More than 30 young people each month seek help at one of 300 Safe Place locations 
throughout Louisville. The program has been replicated in over 100 cities througout the country. 


486. The New England Mentor Program, Boston, MA 
Tuesday, June 18, 1991 


The New England, an insurance and investment corporation, formed a partnership with the 
jeremiah Burke High School, an inner-city school, offering students work/study opportunities. New England 
then approached the Big Sister Association to train employees on how to serve as career mentors to the 
students. 

The students, who are in the 11th and 12th grades, work from 2:00 until 5:00 after school and 
full-time during the summer. They are employed in entry level positions at higher than minimum wage. 
Students meet with their mentor at least once a week to discuss their progress, identify special interests, and 
set goals for the future. The volunteers also help the students complete college applications and obtain 
college scholarships. 


487. Dr. Owen Woodward, Atlanta, MO 
Wednesday, June 19, 1991 


Dr. Woodward, a 74-year old practicing osteopathist, provides care for individuals regardless of 
their ability to pay. 

Dr. Woodward is affectionately known as “Dr. Woody” by the residents of Atlanta, a town of 471 
people. He has worked to provide health care for all the members of this community by offering care free of 
charge to those who otherwise would be unable to afford it. In addition, every Sunday he treats patients at a 
local nursing home and once a month he volunteers at the Well Baby Clinic, offering care to children free of 


charge. 
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“| choose medicine as my 
profession because | like 
helping people. To see if | 
can help people day to 
day has motivated me to 
come to the office every 
morning.” 


Dr. Woody 


“This is not just help, but 
it can literally change their 
lives if it is done with 
quality and intensity.” 


Robin Britt 
Founder of UPLIFT 


488. UPLIFT, inc., Greensboro, NC 
Thursday, June 20, 1991 


Founded in 1986, UPLIFT serves the residents of Ray Warren Homes, a low-income housing 
community. UPLIFT, located in a church basement, is comprised of two services: the Child Development 
Center and the Family Resource Center. 

The Child Development Center offers education-enriched child care five days a week, allowing 
parents to work or study. Students from the University of North Carolina teach the youngsters computer skills 
in the computer learning center. Volunteers also lead field trips. In the Family Resource Center, parents are 
encouraged to become involved in the education of their children. Volunteers teach classes in child 
development, health care, storytelling, nutrition, and parenting. 


489. Madisonville Emergency Assistance Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Friday, June 21, 1991 


Founded in 1988 by a consortium of local churches and organizations, the Madisonville 
Emergency Assistance Center offers immediate help to those who are homeless or have financial problems. 

Through the Adult Education Program, volunteers offer classes to prepare for the GED (General 
Education Development) examination, helping individuals obtain the functional equivalent of a high school 
diploma. Through “Moving Families Out of Poverty,” volunteers counsel family members, helping each one 
establish daily and lifelong goals. The Emergency Assistance Program offers food, clothing, and assistance 
with paying rent or utilities. 


490. Center for Child Protection at the Children’s Hospital and Health Center, San Diego, CA 
Saturday, June 22, 1991 


Children who have been abused or neglected find care and comfort from the volunteers of the 
Center for Child Protection. 

More than 60 volunteers help meet the needs of troubled children by providing one-to-one 
support services for the children and their families. Through the Parent Aide Child Abuse Prevention 
Program, volunteers offer counseling, parenting classes, and peer support groups to parents who need help. 
Some volunteers serve as “Special Friends,” providing long term friendships to children, ages 3 to 10, whose 
parents are being served in the Parent Aide Program. Other volunteers become “Friends for Life,” 
maintaining contact with the children until adulthood, while others accompany children to court, serving as 
advocates to ensure the children’s best interest. 
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491. Nassau County Police Activity League, Mineola, NY 
Monday, June 24, 1991 


Since 1941, police officers have been fostering better relations with young people, helping them 
develop good character, citizenship, and sportsmanship. 

The Police Activity League is located in 31 school districts in the county, serving almost 30,000 
young people. Each branch of the program has its own coordinator and corps of volunteers. The volunteers 
coach teams, such as baseball, basketball, wrestling, swimming, boxing, and tennis, through which they 
teach teamwork, cooperation, and good health. 


492. Carl Schaffer, Palm Coast, FL 
Tuesday, June 25, 1991 


In 1986, Mr. Schaffer and his wife volunteered for the Hospice of Volusia/Flager Counties. Mr. 
Schaffer did not know that years later hospice volunteers would help him care for his own wife, who died of 
cancer. 

Mr. Schaffer has since dedicated his life to serving as a hospice volunteer. He cares for one or two 
individuals who have terminal illnesses, helping thern cope with the stresses of their medical problems and 
the difficulty of completing household chores and errands. He visits them weekly, daily, and sometimes 3 or 
4 times a day, depending on their needs. Mr. Schaffer is also on call at all times to respond to emergency 
needs from his assigned friends or from any other hospice patient. 


493. Volunteer Clearing House/Opportunity Center, Fort Collins, CO 
Wednesday, June 26, 1991 


Founded in 1967, the Volunteer Clearing House/Opportunity Center (VCHOP) is divided into two 
parts. One part is the Clearing House, through which volunteers are recruited, trained, and matched to work 
on community projects. Almost 2,000 volunteers are placed throughout the community each year. 

The other part of VCHOP is the Opportunity Center, in which over 800 volunteers offer low- 
income families a chance to end the cycle of poverty. Volunteers tutor individuals, helping them obtain high 
school diplomas or perform more efficiently and productively at work or home. Some volunteers teach 
parenting skills, home management, and literacy to the adults, while others teach goal setting, self-esteem, 
and substance abuse prevention to teenagers. 
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“... | feel that if someone is 
in need of help, we should 
help them.” 


Carl Schaffer 


“| feel we have an 
obligation to our fellow 
human beings. By 
volunteering, | get a lot of 
personal satisfaction from 
returning something to 
society. | like to share the 
things | know and use my 
skills to pave the way for 
others and make their lives 
a little easier.” 


Ronald Sarlo 
Volunteer, Services for 


Independent Living 


494. Faye Turner, Spring, TX 
Thursday, June 27, 1991 


After her husband was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, Mrs. Turner found it necessary to reenter 
the job market. She soon realized the difficulty of seeking employment after being away from the job 
market. 

Mrs. Tuner was successful in starting her own business, “Sign Magic,” a sign painting company. 
This experience compelled her to establish “Women Helping Women,” which provides job training to 
women who have been displaced by divorce, abuse, or the death of a spouse. Since 1989, Mrs. Turner has 
trained women in sign painting and business management. She also recruits local business people to teach 
the women about water and waste management, pest control, carpet and tile installation, and small 
appliance repair. 


495. Services for Independent Living, Inc., Euclid, OH 
Friday, June 28, 1991 


Since 1980, a small staff and a corps of volunteers, many of whom have disabilities themselves, 
have offered a variety of services which assist those with disabilities meet their everyday goals. 

Each of the group’s clients chooses a date by which they would like to achieve a specified goal. 
Volunteers help them strive to reach their goals by serving as peer counselors, sharing their own experiences 
and advice. Volunteers also lead support groups, such as polio support groups and spinal cord injury support 
groups. The volunteers also visit individuals in their homes, assessing their needs and helping them obtain 
adaptive equipment. 


496. John Sullivan, james Jolley, Joseph Dolan, Fairfield and Bridgeport, CT 
Saturday, June 29, 1991 


These men, whose ages range from 79 to 85, volunteer at the St. Vincent’s Medical Center, caring 
for families, friends, and neighbors. 

Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Jolley, and Mr. Dolan visit patients at their bedsides, offering support to them and 
their families. They stay with the family while the patient is undergoing an operation and offer transportation 
for family members to the hospital and home. 
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497. John Smith, Oklahoma City, OK 
Monday, July 1, 1991 


Mr. Smith, 66, has served as a volunteer Shriner clown since 1954. He now uses his performing 
talents to draw the attention of young people who are members of gangs or have committed criminal 
offenses. 

Late at night when gangs are loitering on the streets, Mr. Smith brings his unicycles out, 
challenging them to ride the bikes in front of an audience of gang members. Many of the tough youth learn 
they are not so fearless. Eventually, he earns the respect and admiration of the young people. Some of the 
young people now perform in local parades and shows as clowns. Many have also graduated from high 
school or have obtained employment at the police department. 


498. Nancy Yoho, Mansfield, OH 
Tuesday, July 2, 1991 


After visiting a friend who was living at the Mansfield Memorial Nursing Home, Mrs. Yoho, 56, 
realized that volunteers can help enrich the lives of nursing home residents. 

Mrs. Yoho has been a volunteer at the Mansfield Memorial Nursing Home for over eight years. 
She spends three days a week, seven hours a day at the home, where she befriends all of its 84 residents. 
She visits bedridden residents, helping them write and read letters. She reads books to them and transports 
them to the activity room. Mrs. Yoho also leads discussion groups, bingo, and field trips for the residents. 


499. Orville and Goldie Sharp, Nobleton, FL 
Wednesday, july 3, 1991 


After retiring to Florida, Mr. and Mrs. Sharp, 68 and 69 years old, began searching for ways to 
meet people. They joined the Hernando Retired Senior Volunteer Program in 1984, through which they 
learned of the many projects in which they serve. 

Mondays and Wednesdays, the Sharps volunteer at the Hernando County Community Education 
Center, tutoring adults who want to improve their literacy skills. They spend three hours a week with their 
students, helping a 76 year-old man read the Bible and a women in her 50’s improve her literacy skills. On 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, the Sharps volunteer at the Brooksville Regional Hospital. However, they spend 
many other days helping at the hospital, totaling over 70 hours a week. 
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“Each day | go to the 
home with a goal in mind 
to cheer and comfort as 
many sweet friends as | 
can. It is always an 
impossible task as they’re 
are so many needs and so 
few of us.” 


Nancy Yoho 


“.. . they know that we 
will be there when they 
need us.” 


Alvin Sims 


500. Alvin, Gwendolyn, and Brittany Sims, Chicago, IL 
Thursday, July 4, 1991 


Alvin, Gwendolyn, and their seven-year old daughter, Brittany, share their home and love with 
young people who otherwise would not experience the joys of family life. 

While the Sims participate in many structured community service efforts, they are best known for 
opening their home to any youngster who needs friendship, care, warmth, and food. Young people visit the 
Sims any time of the day or night, joining them for dinner, talking as one of the family, and even staying 
overnight. The Sims have instilled in their daughter a desire to help those in need. Brittany has placed a milk 
carton, which she has labeled “Feed the Hungry Children,” in the center of the dining table. Every day 
before eating, she places some of her allowance in the carton. When it is filled, she and her parents donate 
it to a homeless shelter or to others who are in need. 
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